
Notes of a >
KJKTY YEARS A JOURNALIST. H>

Melville K. Stone. Doubleday. Puge
Ac Co.

THIS big hook, composed by a

former general manager of the
Associated Press, is easy to

read in spite of its bulk and in spite
also of its introduction of matter extraneousto the title. The ease is partly
due to its author's long training. It is

complied imp a page irom ine uauy

nt-ws with cross heads, headlines and
dates. ' Everybody who opens it will
read the book precisely as though it
were a telling story in the newspaper.
And that, however literary persons
may regard the autobiography, is

praise.
M?. Stone has made a number of

enemies in his long and useful career,
and the reader who never made his
personal acquaintance will know why
trom the book. The reason is his
blunt expression of opinion. When he
thinks a man is a blackguard he has
ono hesitancy in calling him just that,
and in one place be courts notoriety
by the bold ways, typographical and
otherwise, in which he writes down
his contemporaries in the journalistic
fields. Several of these deceased personswere popular idols in their lives
and an odor of sanctity, at least of
reverence, hangs about them in their
tombs.
But this writer calls one of them

"shifty and wholly untruthful," another,"a malignant who frequently
misused his power," two of them
"revelled in indecency," while another
was "little better than a blackguard."
The men to whom he applies these
epithets were, it must be remembered,
among the makers of our modern
newspaper.
Born in the "revolutionary" 1848,

v,iitm Aura-niim Liincuin was serving
his first term in the Federal Congress,
Mr. Stone is proud to claim as his
natal State that of the Great Kmancipator,to whose broadcast fame he
adds his mite. It is his belief that no
one bom out of Illinois can thoroughly
understand or quite appreciate Lincoln.and he appends insufficient
reasons for this conviction. As Ms
father was a preacher the family often
moved from one small place to anothersmall place, with occasional sojournsin Chicago. The boy's educationwas, in consequence, fitfully carriedon, but it would appear that he
had always an ambition to acquire
learning. What he got was painfully
obtained.
For instance, while he was still only

a growing lad, but obliged to help In
^ the family finances, he used to get up

at 4 in the morning, hurry to the mail
room of the Chicago Tribune, take a
bundle of papers for distribution walk
four or five miles delivering ihem,
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During this hard experience occurred du
tin* assassination of.President Lincoln. ne

A vast, excited crowd hemmed tn the
entrances to the newspaper office and
the lad was obliged bo force" his way
into the mail room by a kind of under- '

ground passage. Even that was
®

crowded with vociferous and grief m'

stricken people. While he was push- R.el
ing his way through them young

a

Stone heard a pistol shot and saw a
sls

man fall dead. The aesassin exclaimed: J?°"He said Lincoln deserved it!"
Then he walked away, and nobody '

put out a hand to stop him, and, as j1Qthe author affirms, he was never tried ^for the shooting. j.gMr. Stone's busy journalistic life, not
counting two or three boyish attempts, tr(really lies between the dates 1871, v>.;jwhen occurred the Ohicago fire, and 0(.j1919, when the League of Nations was mjformed at Versailles. He was in the prihardware business and wiped out of it joc
by the great conflagration, and whili pcwaiting 'round for things to start up of
he served efflciently on a committee of gt
relief. This led to accfuaintance with
the owner of the Republican and a1 a,
managerial job thereon in connection (j0
with Col. Forrest, who wrote the edi-
torials for the sheet. ] an
In one of these Forrest offended a do

low grade politician as well as his
chief, and he wrote a backing down 0f
editorial wltich the Tribune declared rjv
could only lie due to "beer." It wound aCi
up Forrest's connection with the paper alt
and probably Stones, although he does toi
not say so. but we find him shortly
afterward in Washington on the staff he
of The New York Herald. let
This was in 1874. A year later he is mi

back in Chicago founding the Drily pr
News (evening) on a capital of 35,000 Gf
furnished by a "remittance" man n-om sy
England, one Perev Meggv. The first
number of the celebrated paper was in
issued experimentally on Christmas W
Day, 1875. The first issue of the bo
morning: edition of the Chicago Daily th<
News, a two cemt paper, followed tb
in 1881. ! ho
Between these dtites the author tells Mi

at length some of his early detective th<
"stunts" such as the Spencer case so

and his growing acquaintance with in-
terestlng crooks.Rons Raymond, the °a

confidence man, and Dick Lane, a bur- Pc
glar, among others. He also passes in
review notable political events in *

which he journalistically figured.
Sandwiched in also is a trip to Europe,where he made the acquaintance ,so'

of Darnell, Dillon, Capt. Boycott. w'
Dnmhott.'i npmpnfpnii Sinpp

be found in those men at that time
has been clarified by their subsequent
actions, then this author possesses,
among other valuable newspaper qual- siv

ities, the best of them all, a true tio
judgment of men.
More instructive to embryo journal-

ists than anything else in the book is set

the delightful account of the daily Di
meetings of the little Daily News fam- ed
ily, of which Eugene Field was the lot
side splitting star. Their earnest ef- lis
forts to get the proper perspective on
the news of the day arid the cheerfulnesswith which they permitted each "T

-Scribner Books.
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p to cut down the other's copy -nak.
arming' reading as of a newspapei
itten, edited and published in th<
tter Land. The reminiscence read!
racious, but it would be ha/d t(

plicate such a story in any othei
wspaper office.
[n this connection Mr. Stone relate:
w his paper refused to buy thf
ublic Be Damned" story offeree
;m by "a pushing and impertinent'
e lance. In his offer the man had
ide the mistake of telling the Nctci
sple the exact way he interrupted
nderbilt's dinner, and by his pertenceforced this expression of anyance.Suppressing the details thf
ie lance afterward sold the story tc
5 Tribune.
Mr. Stone still chuckles over the
ax of a Matthew Arnold Interview
lich the Tribune swallowed and pubhed.The great critic was said tc
ve described Chicago people as il
id and illiterate in an interview he
is reported to have given to a periicalthat did not exist. This pertsMr. Stone to picture his own imessionof the "Sweetness and Light'
'turer, which he winds up by reatingthe mot of R. L. S. when told
Arnold's death. "Too bad," said

evenBon; "he won't like God."
The events from 1893, when he be
me manager of the Associated Press
wn to his resignation, are related
the author with equal cleverness

d, as playwrights are advised tc
"never letting thq interest drop.'

i gives in detail the early struggles
the "A. P." and its battles with its

ral news gatherer, as well as ful
counts of his various visits to roy;y,the Kaiser, the Czar, when or
ur for his association.
"What troubles England," said Willmconfidentially, "is MIG." Thest
ters filled out spell "made in Gertny."Mr. Stone seems to have
eserved a pretty high opinion of the
rman Emperor, as he had a great
mpathy for the unfortunate Czar.
One of the most amusing passage*
the book relates a meeting witi

illiam Jennings Bryan on the
rders of Mexico in 1896. Thithei
e great commoner had gone to study
e silver question in its home. .He
vered near the border talking tc
r. Stone for five hours, and, says
e latter, in that short time Bry'an
Ived the silver problem.
A rapid, incisive, unstyled book, valblein many ways, but invaluable
rhaps, to newspaper workers.

%

Dwen Johnson has taken a house ir
rmuda for the winter, where he wil!
a next door neighbor of Mrs. HodgaBurnett. While there Mr. Johnsor
11 complete the writing of a new

ok which is what he himself calls "a
rical projection" from "The Wastec
neration." This new book, we art

d, will deal with the vital progres'eforce of the new post-war generan.
Capt. David W. Bone's tale of th<
i, "The Brassbounder," which E. P
itton & Co. brought out in a new

Ition last spring, is being trans
ed into Danish and is to be pub
hod within a short time In Denmark
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: He Made Neigh
i IN ONE MAN'S LIFE! Chapters from
) th> career of Theodore N. Vail. By
r Albert Bigelow Paine. Harper &

Brothers.
' r 1 i HIS interesting' chronicle, .simpleand forthright in expression,la exactly what the author
11 says it is.the story of a man and a
» period. It is, in the main, a record of
' performance, with a somewhat inclusivebackground. As such it is both
> history and biography. Not only is it
> the life story of one of our great captainsof industry but it is the romance

\ of the development of a {treat industrialera. It is inspiring reading;
* its ehonters nr»* hllnillw

their subject nor present him in a false
light with a foolish halo around his
head. < in the contrary, they provide a
human account of a man of unusual
mental endowment and enormous executiveability, who knew how to "carry

1 through" in all his varied and gigantic
1 undertakings in the face of adverse

circumstances. They tell the story of
. the development of the telephone systtern from Its very inception through

Theodore N. Vail.
all its stages of evolution. It is a story
delightfully told, with plentiful high

j lights of humor.
r Genealogy is usually laborious reading.Not so with the brief and interIesting record given here. Tt traces the
ancestrv of Theodore Vail back to the
days ol' the pioneers.about 300 years
ago.to a certain Thomas Vail (or
Veale), one of the religious self-exiles
who came to America early in the
seventeenth century.about 1647. It is

1 interesting to note, as throwing light
' on their progeny, that his wife Sarah
' was a "resolute person with a potent

vocabulary," for it is a matter of record
that once when righteously defending

' herself in some debate she used such
masterful language that she was

3 brought before a magistrate and sentencedto stand with her tongue in a
cleft stick "so long as the offence committedby her was read and declared"!

Theodore, one of a group of seven,
made his appearance in 1845 in
Carroll county, Ohio. "The discipline
in the Vail household was strict at
times," writes the author, "and corporalpunishment 'by no means unknown.We suspect that I'hehe Quinby
had a busy and convincing hand-and
that little Theodore did not always
escape."
At sixteen, after having received the

rudimentary education which the publicschools of Morrlstown afforded,
young Vail displayed no unusual talent
Jind Was lint Maided a- evil a promisingboy. Hut his courage tin- whole
temper of hi-- life.was foreshadowed
in the words of that irascible old man,
Judge Vail: Mavis, that boy is always
whistling!" Throughout his entire
career his spirit seemed to whistle
above the conflict. As clerk in a drug
store, where the American Magnetic
Company had a telegraph office. Vail
first felt tie- ination of the wire.
It meant to converse at long distance;
it meant travel and a broader horizon.
The quaint entries in his diary at this
period show something of his mental
progress, hut nowhere do they give a

hint of his ambitions tor the future.
In after years tie used to say that his
chief ambition then was to "own a

sable coat and a ruby ring."
Somewhere titer- is this delicious bit

of provincial rding: "In the eveningI went up to Prayer Meeting and
took a Lady home from such a place
for the first time In my life; she in
turn presented me with a Geranium
mil wmcn i Kept >» a miiiiniiu, i.»

A little later Vail found a Job In the
office of the Western 1'nion TelegraphCompan> it Fortieth street and
Fleventh av. n i> in N'rw York city.
The author hen t:;ves an Interesting
sidelight on thev,. days: "Niblo's (iarIden was popular in that day, and it
was there he saw 'Fanchon, the
Cricket' and I II madly in love with
Maggie Mitchell, who played the leadingpart. Tony Pastor's, then on lower
Broadway, was a favorite resort, and
Lester Wallack's another. Edwin Booth
played "Hamlet* for a hundred nights,
and young Vail went as often as he
had the money. He went sometimes
when he didn't, have the money.at
least, whop he had to borrow It, for
these young men were always borrowingfrom one another and nearly alwaysbehind with their paymaster.
Next we find him going West with

his family, who had Joined the great
exodus to the prairies. It was an

unforgetable journey through deep,
continuous woods and long, level fields
Chicago was then a "big, dirty town,
with sidewalks that slopped down Into
the mud and wafer." Ileyond were

vast leagues of prairie grass. After
a period of farming and school teach
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bors of a Nation
ing in Iowa Vail went back to the
wires again with a job as operator in
a railroad office. Later he became a
clerk in the mail service of the Union
Pacific. Mail service was primitive
in that day. Letters were often
months on the road. Little geographicalknowledge was required of the ..
postal employee. Vail saw his opportunity.By means of a chart which"
he devised, showing connecting points.
Vail planted the seed which grew into
civil service reform. Later he was
sent to Washington to develop with
charts the idea of the distribution of
mail on the cars in all the States, the
biggest job ever given to one postal
assistant. The idea of the fast mail
was then conceived. On its first run |it made forty-one miles an hour. Vail I
was now made General Superintendent J
of the Railway Mails. In seven years
he had progressed by dramatic stages
from the humblest to the highest I
place the department had to offer. I

Meantime one of the greatest events fl
in the history of the world had come
about.the discovery of a device for
transmitting speech by a magnetic
wire. The early history of the telephoneis drama with thrills in it. rpNationwide publicity was first given
the neglected invention at the Cen- I
tennial Exposition in Philadelphia
when the Emperor of Brazil, after trying:the instrument, exclaimed. "MyGod!It talks!" The newspapers next b<
mbrning were full of the story. y<
The Bell Telephone Company was p<

then formed with a meagre capital. sv
Telephones were leased at the rate of hi
ten dollars a year. It was at this
time that the company acquired a
manager.Theodore Vail. By the ('8
t« rms of the contract he was to have ^$3,500 for the first year and $5,000 for t

the second. The funds were lacking pbut Vatl's faith was strong.
On July 20, 1887, the reorganization

of the Bell Telephone Company with
a capital of $150,000 was completed.
The telephone of that day was still a I
crude affair, the ground was in most I
cases used for tho return circuit, the I
wires were poorly insulated, there I
were distracting noises and the trans- I
tnitter was primitive. I 5
When a little later Francis Blake of K

Boston came forward with his new |1
transmitter.one "as good as Edison's".thisinvention put the Bell
company on an equality with the
Western Union and saved the day.
Now began a great period in telephone
history. Everybody wanted telephones. Qnll
There was no busier place in Amcr- a

ica than the National Bell Telephone || 7
ofllces at f»6 Milk street. Stock ad- j|
vunced from $50 to $350 a share. «

When later the Bell and Western B I
Union combined forces it soared to

"

$1,000 a share. Like his associates in ^the company. Vail now became unde- gniably rich for that day.was rated as
a millionaire. The first thing he did jj
was to cancel the mortgage on the jgIowa farm for the home folks.
The following year he negotiated for j| I

the big Chadwick house and grounds g I
at Itoxbury, Mass. His hospitality B I
became -is aUa hiu fnrtiino TV,,,.. =3 I
he bought a farm near Lyndonville, II I
Vt., Which he called Speedwell Firms. P
and subscribed large sums for needed S
reconstruction of the village high F
school and other centres which had P 4
been closed for lack "of funds. loiter g
he established the Lyndon School of i '

Agriculture for hoys by giving SpeedwellFarm as a gift to the State of /
Vermont, reserving for himself only ^
the righi of residence. ''

Meantime the great work of cabling A
the wires of New York and Brooklyn _ ^
and putting them under ground had

Bibeen going on. Vail gave the under- P
ground construction his close personal gjattention. By 1889 there were 11.000 H
miles of underground wire In New P
York city alone! At this point Vail, g i

on the verge of nervous collapse, w .s L
obliged to withdraw from personal P »

direction. Several quiet years at Lyn- g f1
donvllle were followed by successful J
ventures in the Argentine. Year of *1
sorrow, caused by the death of his jwife and later of his son. followed. In j|May. 1907, he was elected president ^ 11
of the American Terephone and Tele-
graph Company. The era of his great- I
est work had begun. In 190!' In pbrought about the afllllation of the H
Western l'uion with his own com- P tl
pany. only to see his labor thwarted g j]by the Government. jpIn 1915 occurred the formal open- S
Ing of the transcontinental lite The (wires of the Paeitic slope were linked jgwith those of the Mississippi alley
and the Atlantic seaboard. WaPon In I [
San Francisco now spoke to I> Bell g
in New Y-rk. iising'the words the j! K
llrst transmitted sentence: "Mr. Wat- P *
son, please come here. I want you." p A
io wnicn watson replied, "It would = jjtake mo a week to do that now!"
Theodore Vatl at Jekyl Island con- p
grntHinted his colleagues and was him- 21
self congratulated by President Wil- c<
son, speaking from Washington. w

In September, 1915, came the an- 2 ^nouncemcnt of the success of the
wireless telephone that was to L-ivf n'

universal service and make a neigh- p s|
borhood of the entire world. tt rr,
The closing chapters of the book are P j]devoted to the story of how the tele- S

phone "went to war." and a detailed =7
account of its Oovernmcnt control. £Vnil's unselfish attitude of sorvlo. w
manifest to all. In June. 1919. he re- i
tired as president of the American ff
Telephone and Telegraph Company. In |,August of that year the Qovernnient _

handed back the wires to the owners. * ^
Vnil's big faith In humanity must y<

have tipped the scales in his favor et
many times. Once he said: "I don't s u,believe In anybody; hut I have got f|
faith In everybody." At another time: ai ''

"I'd rather get cheated now and then "1
than distrust everyt>ody." And some- P hi
where the author writes: "He never p p
seemed more than a boy.a big child. ^in fact.to those of his Intimate dally s

circle!" Perhaps this Is the secret of
lull great men and women. ^I MXRY SIEUIUST. JV |
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The CAREER of

DAVID NOBLE
By Frances Parkinson Keyes I
Author of "Lettera from a Senator's

Wife." etc. ; r

"A story of sturdy grace and
calm beauty . . . Each page 1

burns with a brilliant flame
that compels interest.".ColumbusDispatch. $1.75. r
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le end of this review, and r thoughts
e just^s favorable to auth and hook.
5Ve read 'Julia' until one o'clock, sand tl
?fore sleep overtook us. JULIA TA1
)u will read because Julia makes you
jople and their joys and sorrows, suc<
vallowed up in the sense of humanity
ippened to live.
3et the book to-morrow and in the e\

irly, because you will want to finish b
le alarm and crawl into bed and sp<
hen turn out the light and read Julia al

orothy Hoskins, in (he Houston P<>
is hard to relinquish the story until it is
eps from one crisis to another and th
scinating to follow. If JULIA leaps
>lumn, it will not surprise her publisher
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West 50th Street

Jnless you have read

JRSULA TRENT
you are neglecting
of the story. As
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of the critics, in
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character of Ursul

help n

their womcnk

\nd here is a

tew kind of story

COBWEB by Ceort
l dashing, laughing story of a man wh
now who she was. A story so frankly <

o unconcerned with love as a problem t
r. Y. Tribune: "General excellence of
onton Ere. Transcript "Romance of a d

Jo you like a dramat
ove story ? Then Tht

rHE EMPTY SA
ui ciiuiii^, wiwii nir

f entirely different social class. And tl
ic does not love him, is not an adver
[ow his splendid love envelops her like
irough a great struggle to a profound Io
II., $2.00.

)ther important books

ioward Pyle's I
look of Pirates
n ideal gift for old or young who

f,
ke pirate stories, and for collectors
f beautiful books. .V. Eve. Post:
No one before or since has sue7
eded in portraying the sea rovers j
ith his convincing spirit. ., . .

lapy a lad will retire to a coreron Christmas morning and
lend the rest of the day over this
lost welcome of gift books." 41
lustrations, 17 full color, all by
yle. Boxed $6.00.

)h, Shoot!
by Hex Heat h

ex Beach at his wittiest and Kred
tone in funnier situations than
iu could ever imagine. Sporting ]
litors and literary critics are

nanimous for it. Hnslnn Trnn- '

npt "Few authors and still fewer 1
lortsmen can find such delicious 1
Tiusement in their own trials and /
ibulations." 6.1 illustrations, $
1.00. | I
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The World finds in this novel
"the thrill continuous."

ANDIVIUS
HCilJULlU

3y EDWARD LUCAS WHITE
Author of "El Supremo"

rEMPLE SCOTT writes:."The
>ook is not only a splendid tale of
idventurc, but it is an astonishingly
ivid presentation of . . . what
Home was like, a marvel of a panoama,a splendid pageant.
$2.00 at any bookshop or froin
E. P. Dutton & Co, 681 5th A», N. Y.
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a Merrel
say*: "You will just have to bear

* this book from the beginning to
aside from those expressed here,

Ion sat down to scrawl our delight ,
i.ES HER CHANCE is a book
I. The story is so full of living
'. esses and failures, that we were
and cared little where the people

tening settle down after dinner
flfore you wind the clock and set
elid a happy evening with Julia.
I over again in your dreams."

tt, .snj/s- "Julia is alive and real,
i finished, for it moves with skilful
e \final determination of Julia is
to the head of the 'best seller'

$2.00
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by W. L. George jj
the "modern woman's" own side |j
told by the noted feminist it has ^the Mrs. Grundys and the praise i
England and America. London "

'A daring experiment. . . . The P
a Trent is drawn with fascinating
may make many women angry, a

lany men to be less angry with ^ind." $2.00 3

I

\e Agnew Chamberlain
o married a girl when he did not ^
engrossed with love as an art. and
hat it has won ungrudging praise,
conception and craftsmanship." P

ashing kind." $2.00

ic
*re s

CK by Basil King m

millionaire's son marrying a gir
he girl who marries him althoueh
lturess but a high principled girl-
a cloak and carries her safely U

>ve, maaes up the dramatic story '

are: m

Vlrs. Farrell I
by William Dean HoucIIh

rhe new IIowolls novel, the story
if a fascinating flirtatious young
ridow. Rnltimori Fj< N'/>t "Vivid m

ind essentially truthful characteri-
mation and delightful humor. , . .

Eminentlyworth while." $2.00 *

Mile High j
by Henry C. Rowland m

"hris Carmichacl found that war 9
rork had left the mr qirl immune
o love emotions. Sheriff Bob g|
ound that the onr woman was an ^
nfamous international thief. A £
hrilling mystery-romance. $1.90 I
Sroken to the Plow I
iy Charles Caldwell Dnbie m

"he story of an under dog and
low he wias through to manhood. f
In.'fon Tranncript. "With a swwp. ^
ng power much akin to Jack
.ondon's tales." $2.00. |
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